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REGION-BUILDING: The Global Proliferation of Regional Integration
This two-volume text was published in July, 2010. Its author, Bonn University political science
professor Ludger Kühnhardt, is a European Union advocate and insider, having been a consultant
for the secretary general of the Council of Europe and for the president of the European
Parliament.
The text describes the globalist motives for regionalization, gives an overview all of the world’s
major geopolitical regions and sub-regions, and describes the agreements and treaties that have
incrementally phased them into existence. The book summary begins with the following:
After two centuries of nation-building, the world has entered an era of region-building in search of
political stability, cultural cohesion, and socio-economic development. Nations involved in the
regional structures and integration schemes that are emerging in most regions of the world are
deepening their ambitions, with Europe’s integration experience often used as an experimental
template or theoretical model.

Region-Building and the Globalization of NATO
“NATO should help other regions help themselves through training, assistance, exercises, and exchanges. Some of most
important security institutions of the 21st century are likely to be regional ones – such as the Gulf Cooperation Council, the
African Union, the Association of Southeast Asia States, and the Union of South American Nations. NATO should be investing
in the efficacy of these regional bodies. In pursuit of this objective, NATO should intensify and expand the numerous programs
it already maintains to advance these goals…” Prepared statement by Charles A. Kupchan, before the Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations, United States Senate Hearing, NATO: Chicago and Beyond, May 10, 2012. Charles A. Kupchan is a
Whitney Shepardson Senior Fellow at the Council on Foreign Relations. He was director of European affairs in the National
Security Council, and was on the policy planning staff at the Department of State.
East Africa: Region's Secretary General Receives U.S. Senators - AllAfrica (Tanzania Daily News), April 15, 2012 Senators and Representatives of the Congress from the United States of America... paid an official visit to the Secretary
General for the East African Community, Dr Richard Sezibera, in Arusha....
The delegation led by Senator James Inhofe, Member of the Okhlahoma House of Representatives, also included Senator
John Boozman (Arkansas), Congressman Jeff Miller (Florida), Congressman Steve Pearce (New Mexico) and Congressman
Vernon Buchanan (Florida).... Also in attendance was the EAC Deputy Secretary General in charge of Political Federation, Ms
Beatrice Kiraso. In his remarks, Senator Inhofe praised the Secretary General for leading his troops in the integration
process.... Senator Inhofe further noted that the USA was keeping tabs on the progress and developments at the EAC.

Regional multilateralism: The next paradigm in global affairs – CNN, Jan. 14, 2012 – The U.S. and the EU both
cooperate with ASEAN. China and Russia have extended their ties through the Shanghai Cooperation Organization. This
however did not prevent Russia from establishing the Eurasian Union, in a way reclaiming its sphere of influence. The Middle
East, on the other hand, is in dire need of broader – albeit imaginative – regional integration.
TRANSFORMING NATO INTO A GLOBAL BODY – By Anne-Marie Slaughter – Gulf Times (Qatar), May 20, 2012
Anne-Marie Slaughter, a former director of policy planning in the US State Department (2009-2011), is Professor of Politics
and International Affairs at Princeton University.
This world is no longer unipolar, bipolar, or even multipolar, because the actors that matter are not single states but groups of
states that are more or less densely connected. It is a multi-hub security network, in which the hubs are regional organisations
of different sizes and strengths….Even skeptics of NATO expansion and operations like the intervention in Libya now
recognize that joint operations by member countries, operating under a UN mandate and in conjunction with regional partners,
is likely to be a model for the future. As General Brent Scowcroft, National Security Adviser for President George H.W. Bush,
observed recently, the UN Charter originally envisioned a standing military force to enforce Security Council resolutions – a
vision that the Nato partner model might ultimately realize.
["Now, we can see a new world coming into view. A world in which there is the very real prospect of a new
world order....A world where the United Nations, freed from cold war stalemate, is poised to fulfill the historic
vision of its founders...The gulf war put this new world to its first test. And my fellow Americans, we passed
that test." President George H.W. Bush, before a joint session of Congress, March 6, 1991]
WHITE HOUSE TOUTS WAR-TESTED GLOBAL NATO FORCE – Media Monitors Network, May 17, 2012 – President
Barack Obama and North Atlantic Treaty Organization Secretary General Anders Fogh Rasmussen met at the White House
on May 9 to discuss the military bloc’s summit in Obama’s political home base of Chicago on May 20 and 21….The brief White
House release stated:
“NATO is now a hub for a global network of security partners which have served alongside NATO forces in Afghanistan, Libya,
and Kosovo. Recognizing the important contributions provided by partner nations, the President and Secretary General
welcomed the recent decision by allies to invite a group of thirteen partner nations to Chicago for an unprecedented meeting to
discuss ways to further broaden and deepen NATO’s cooperation with partner nations.”

….Partners across the globe, as its very name suggests, is a mechanism that NATO can employ to foster bilateral and
regional partnerships with any of the 126 countries that are not already NATO members or partners. Or groups of nations like
the Arab League, the African Union, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and
South Africa).
[ In reality, all of the BRICS nations, with the exception of non-aligned China, should be seen in the context of
being the economic and political anchors of their respective geopolitical regions: UNASUR (Brazil), the
Eurasian Union (Russia), SAARC (India), and the African Union (South Africa). Other geopolitical regions and
their main anchors are: the European Union (Germany), the Gulf Cooperation Council (Saudi Arabia), North
America (U.S.A.), ASEAN (Indonesia), and the Pacific Islands Forum (Australia). The Arab League overlaps both
the African Union and the oil-rich GCC, which may absorb other Arab nations over time.]
Could a New ‘Commonwealth of Nations’ Lead the Developing World? – The Atlantic, Feb. 24, 2012 – India, once
considered the jewel in the crown of the British empire, is a member of the fossilized skeletal remains left behind, the
Commonwealth of Nations — but is also a member of the BRICS, the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), the G-20…the United Nations, World Bank, International Monetary Fund, and the World Trade Organization….
Lord Michael Ancram, also known as Lord Lathian…has proposed a ‘Neo-Commonwealthianism’ to kick-start the hopes and
aspirations of both elder powers (like the UK), rising powers like India and South Africa…
East Africa eases flow of imports with new tax model – Business Daily (Kenya), May 1, 2012 – The East African
Community (EAC) heads of state have endorsed a revenue management model where tax will only be collected at the point of
entry and imported goods transported to the final destination without stopping at national border points for customs charges or
inspection.

[This is exactly the objective of the U.S.-Canada "Beyond the Border" agreement, and is a goal common
to all of the world's geopolitical regions.]

African Union
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
Profile: African Union – BBC News, Feb. 6, 2012 – Conceived by the then Libyan leader Muammar Gaddafi as a “United
States of Africa”, its structure is loosely modelled on that of the European Union. It inaugurated a pan-African parliament in
March 2004… There are far-reaching plans to set up a human rights court, a central bank and monetary fund, and by 2023 an
African Economic Community with a single currency.
Bank Chiefs Meet in Arusha Over African Monetary Union - Tanzania Daily News, July 18, 2013 – Central Bank Governors
from more than ten African countries are meeting in Arusha to, among other things, discuss the proposed single currency for
the whole continent. “The African Union (AU) heads of state have directed the continent’s central bank governors to start
efforts in creating an African Monetary Union which should lead to the region’s single central bank as well as one currency,”
explained Prof Benno Ndulu, the Bank of Tanzania (BOT) governor…. “We hope that the four African trading blocs of EAC,
SADC, COMESA and ECOWAS will spearhead single currency efforts to make it easier for us to join the four monetary unions
in forming a single currency than working on the more than 60 currencies being used on the continent.”
Africa urged to negotiate with European Union as a united bloc - Coastweek Kenya, June 15, 2013 – The United Nations
Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) has urged Africa to negotiate trade agreements with the European Union (EU) as a
single bloc….EU Ambassador to the African Union Gary Quince said that East, Southern Africa and West Africa are still in the
process of negotiating trade partnership with the EU.
AU concludes work on African Monetary Fund, others – The Guardian (Nigeria), March 1, 2012 – Stressing that the
African Union Commission was working hard on financial integration of the continent, Mkwezalamba announced that work was
also at advanced stage towards the establishment of the African Investment Bank and the African Monetary Union. He
charged the Association of African Central Banks to work hard on the final push for the take-off of the African Central Bank
and the common currency for the region.
EAC to draft constitution for political federation - New Vision (Uganda), Sept 12, 2013 – The East African Community (EAC) is
to name a team to draft the Constitution for the regional political federation….The three-day meeting which opened on Sept
10, 2013, with Kenya, Uganda, Rwanda and Tanzania attending, is intended to fast track of the East African political
federation.
East Africa: Chief Roots for Political Federation – AllAfrica-Tanzania Daily News 5-3-12 – Political federation of the East
African Community is crucial for the region’s stability and integration, EAC Secretary-General Dr Richard Sezibera has said.
East African countries move towards common tourist visa - eTurbo – Global Travel Industry News, August 4, 2013 – Rwanda,
Kenya and Uganda have taken steps to ensure that a common tourist visa among the three countries will be a reality by
January 2014, as will unrestricted travel by using national identity cards….The two remaining EAC [East African Community]
members, Burundi and Tanzania, can join when they are ready to join. The three will use trilateral agreements, outside the
EAC protocols, to implement their decisions now, but those agreements can become part of protocol implementation when the
others agree.
SADC free movement protocol awaits House approval - Tanzania Daily News, May 23, 2013 – Tanzania has made progress
towards the ratification of a protocol that will allow free movement of people from the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) member countries without being required to apply for a visa.
Overview: A regional market starts to take shape – Financial Times (London), Nov. 29, 2011 (Google Link) – Next year,
the EAC [East African Community] even plans to create a monetary union and, in 2015 political federation. Consultants like to
say the bloc is trying to do in 10 years what the European Union achieved in 48.
Region seeks to harmonise commercial laws - The New Times (Rwanda), Feb 10, 2013 – As the East African Community’s
(EAC) partner states move towards a political federation, a five-day High Level Task Force meeting has been convened in
Tanzania to pave way for an appropriate approximation of laws in a regional context.

East Africa eases flow of imports with new tax model – Business Daily (Kenya), May 1, 2012 – The East African
Community (EAC) heads of state have endorsed a revenue management model where tax will only be collected at the point of
entry and imported goods transported to the final destination without stopping at national border points for customs charges or
inspection. [This is exactly the objective of the U.S.-Canada “Beyond the Border” agreement, and is a goal
common to all of the world’s geopolitical regions.]
Major challenges remain for African free trade area – Irish Times, Feb. 13, 2012 – Ambitious plans to create a continental
free trade area in Africa…were recently adopted by the African Union….The taxation of aid money in Africa, taxes from
minerals and mining deals and revenues drawn from dealings with banks and multilateral bodies have all been suggested as
ways to fund the continental trade boost…..The first [step] would be to finalise the tripartite agreement in the east African
community [EAC], the common market for eastern and southern Africa [COMESA], and the southern African development
community (SADC) by 2014. This would be followed by other similar trade treaties involving the economic community of west
African states [ECOWAS], the economic community of central African states [ECCAS], the Arab Maghreb union [AMU] and
the community of Sahel-Saharan states [CEN-SAD] between 2012 and 2014. The final step would be to consolidate all the
regional trading entities between 2015 and 2016.
EAC moves step closer to single currency - Africa Review (Kenya), July 19, 2013 – East African Community dreams of a
single currency are closer to reality after the bloc’s Council of Ministers adopted a draft protocol on the establishment of a
Monetary Union this week. The document has now been referred to the Sectoral Council on Legal and Judicial Affairs, which
meets in Bujumbura, Burundi next week for legal input, the EAC Secretariat announced here Thursday.
East Africa may adopt single currency this year, says PS – Daily Nation (Kenya), Jan. 14, 2012 – “We are mandated to
deliver the East African Common currency by the end of the year. The East African dollar or shilling, if I may call it, is set to
eliminate the high costs of transactions across the region. We are currently dealing with many currencies that make business
very difficult and expensive.”
East Africans step up plans for their own “euro” – GlobalPost, Jan. 16, 2012 – The euro zone as role model? Seems
unlikely after currency bloc’s two years of woe. But viewed from East Africa it seems like the euro may not be so bad. “The
study tour will help the group to better understand … the transitional arrangements to a monetary union and finally discuss the
current euro crisis and lessons to be learnt.” The EAC [East African Union] brings together Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Burundi
and Rwanda under the slogan of “one people one destiny.”
AfDB partners ECOWAS to develop common migration policy - SpyGhana, June 25, 2013 – The common migration policy,
when developed, will provide critical materials for the review and modernization of the ECOWAS [Economic Community of
West African States] Protocol on the Free Movement of Persons and the Rights of Residency and Establishment, a press
release issued on June 25, 2013, has said.
‘Single ECOWAS currency still feasible’ – The Nation (Nigeria), Feb. 29, 2012 – The Economic Community of West African
States (ECOWAS) member states have insisted that the region’s plan to use single currency can still be achieved despite
economic crisis in Eurozone. The ECOWAS called for speedy implementation of the commission’s Macroeconomic
Convergence, known as ECOMAC, to expedite single monetary union in the region.
Libya, Africa and Africom – CounterPunch, May 25, 2012 – It is no coincidence that barely a month after the fall of Tripoli –
and in the same month Gaddafi was murdered (October 2011) – the US announced it was sending troops to no less than four
more African countries….None of this would have been possible whilst Gaddafi was still in power. As founder of the African
Union [AU], its biggest donor, and its one-time elected Chairman, he wielded serious influence on the continent.
Africa: It’s Time the Continent Reverts to Its Founding Principles – AllAfrica, May 25, 2012 – We have noted the disinterest
by member states in funding the AU’s budgetary requirements, with the exception of the late Libyan leader Colonel Muammar
Gaddafi. Imperialists have exploited this void, and today, one of the major funders of the AU is the European Union.
Political sovereignty vs monetary unity – Southern Times, Feb. 10, 2012 – SADC [South African Development Community]
is keen on a comprehensive monetary union, which incorporates a single currency and a regional central bank by 2018….But
despite the initial integration success, the eurozone crisis has brought to the fore long-held beliefs that macro-economic
convergence alone, without fiscal union, will not result in a working monetary union….A monetary union will limit African
governments’ fiscal sovereignty and consequently deprive them of policy space. It will also mean transferring tariff decisions
and the distribution of customs revenue to a supranational body.

Arab League
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
For a Union of Arab Democracies
Washington Post, August 16, 2013 – Although Arab nations have no interest in joining the European Union or NATO, the Arab
world can draw on the model of Eastern European transition, with fledgling Arab democracies devising their own supranational organization dedicated to advancing democracy. Like the E.U. in its infancy, this Union of Arab Democracies (UAD)
could start with limited objectives and evolve toward ambitious goals, including, ultimately, pan-Arab political union.
Arab League Gets New Sense of Purpose With Syria Pressure: View – Bloomberg, Jan. 23, 2012 – One effect of the Arab
Awakening has been to spotlight the lack of regional cooperation in the Middle East. As the tyrants fall, the remaining states
would be well served to focus on building the diplomatic architecture that has enabled other regions — Asia, for example,
through ASEAN, APEC and other entities — to address not just security issues but also economic revitalization….Certainly
the growing threat posed by Iran demands a strong collective response. Perhaps, after 67 forgetful years of existence, the
Arab League can grow into that unifying role.
Call for Arab common market – Oman Daily Observer, April 6, 2012 – The Arab Labour Conference in a final statement
called on the Arab League to speed up the establishment of Arab common market to ensure easy flow of capital, commodities
and labour and realise the integration by expanding the role of Arab finance funds.
Arab countries step up preps to launch regional customs union – Zawya (Dubai), April 14, 2012 – Arab customs officials
on Saturday kicked off a meeting at Arab League Headquarters in Cairo to discuss final details to launch an Arab Customs
Union. In its meeting, the Arab Commission for the Unified Customs Tariff will tackle the tariff table of goods exchanged
between Arab League member states and world countries in a bid to adopt a unified tariff mechanism as the backbone of the
union’s strategy.
Qatar calls for pan-Arab legal system – ArabianBusiness, March 1, 2012 – Addressing a meeting of Arab attorneys in
Cairo, Qatar’s attorney general Dr Ali Bin Futais Al Merri….proposed giving the Arab League secretary general the power to
set up a commission that prepares an Arab plan for the independence of the judicial system, which he said should be
presented to the ministerial council of the Arab League and later to the Arab summit conference for approval.
Arab League goes from bluster to clout in Arab Spring – Channel News Asia, March 26, 2012 – Secretary General Nabil
al-Arabi tasked former Algerian foreign minister and UN envoy Lakhdar Brahimi to design a plan to restructure the League “to
put forward a vision that gives the League foundations to deal with these new developments,” said Ben Hilli. One proposal is a
new, robust League security council, he said.
The future lies in Arab unity – Saudi Gazette, March 24, 2012 – The covenant of the Arab League should be reformulated
so that the group effectively serves the mutual interests of Arabs in line with the local, regional and international developments
which have taken place since it was formed in 1945….It would be better if there were a strong all-Arab union to protect the
interests of Arabs. When we talk about a union of Gulf nations and Arab unity to face our common enemy, the Zionists, we
should remind ourselves of the most effective method for achieving this noble goal: union.
Hoss calls for more robust Arab League – The Daily Star (Lebanon), Feb. 20, 2012 – Former Prime Minister Salim Hoss
blasted the Arab League Monday….“The time has come for a radical rethinking of the Arab League’s structure – its path and
commitments – so that it can be transformed into an active organization working to consolidate the unity of the Arabs
politically, economically and strategically….The Arab League cannot last unless this reality changes and the entire Arab nation
functions as a unified force…”
The Arab League awakening – The Globe and Mail (Canada), Nov. 15, 2011 – The other fascinating new development is the
rebirth and reassertion of Arab sovereignty and influence within the Arab world, after decades during which the incompetent
and politically derelict Arab states largely surrendered their regional security and ideological functions to foreign powers,
especially Israel, Turkey, Iran and the United States.

How long will ‘awakening’ last? – Gulf News (Dubai), Jan. 9, 2012 – The neo-conservative Greater Middle East initiative of
former US president George W. Bush is finally coming to fruition: Islamists believe in capitalism and the Americans can
therefore rely on them….The picture emerging from the Arab Spring seems therefore well on track, except maybe on two
issues — if the people dare.
The first one, which is the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, may be of very little interest to those who now talk loudly in Arab League
conferences. Who indeed would care about a Palestinian cause which prevents many from doing lucrative business with a
friendly Israel?…As for the Arab populations who have ‘awakened’, and having escaped the hands of secular betrayers, we
must not let them fall into the hands of corrupt extremists…
Arab ministers attend economic, social council session in Cairo – Kuwait News Agency, Feb. 9, 2012 – Arab ministers
within the economic and social council met at the Arab League headquarters in Cairo on Thursday….Also attending the
meeting was Arab League Secretary General Nabil Al-Arabi….The Arab League chief highlighted the importance of economic
regional blocs at this day and age, calling on the member countries to sign up to the Arab Free Trade Agreement.
A League of their Own – Majalla Magazine, Jan. 18, 2012 – Even the current secretary-general, Nabil al-Araby, has
described the [Arab League] as “impotent”, perhaps in light of the fact that there is nothing in the League’s charter which
forces members to comply with its pronouncements. In spite of all of this, over the past year things appear to have changed.
Many commentators have noted how the Arab Spring marked a watershed for the League. Beginning with Libya in the spring
of last year, when members gave the nod to a Nato bombing campaign, the organisation has developed an increasingly
confident strut.
A hopeful path for the Arab League? – The Daily Star (Lebanon), Jan. 9, 2012 – The critical link for why the Arab League’s
approach to resolving the Syrian situation may be significant is its already expressed intention to refer the Syrian situation to
the United Nations Security Council and other international organs…In other words, the Arab League seems to be
repositioning itself as a link between indigenous Arab efforts to ensure peace and security and the available global
mechanisms to do this.
Arab uprisings redefine geopolitics in Middle East – AFP, Dec. 16, 2011 – The Arab uprisings mark a historic milestone in
a region long ruled by dictators and have reshaped the political map, heralding the rise of a Sunni Islamist bloc against a
waning Shiite axis led by Iran, analysts say. From Tunisia to Egypt, Syria and Yemen, a new order is emerging in the Arab
world with the traditional balance of power fading as a new — mainly Sunni — political front emerges.
Latin America’s message to the Arab world – Aljazeera, Dec. 9, 2011 – Unasur is also still in the beginning; for the moment
it is essentially a forum….So it’s up to Latin Americans to perfect their democracies, advance their own regional integration
and….share their experience with their Middle Eastern brothers and sisters in the global South.
[The Arab League, like the African Union, is lagging behind UNASUR and other regions in the trek toward
political "regionalization." That is the real reason why the United States has troops in the Middle East and
Africa.]
Arab Spring becoming an Islamic Revolution – Vancouver Sun, Dec. 31, 2011 – Yet there are some signs that in countries
lightly touched by the Arab Spring, such as Jordan, and among regional organizations, such as the previously moribund Arab
League and the Gulf Cooperation Council, the cries for reform coming from the streets have been heard.
Joint Arab action call – Gulf Daily News (Bahrain), Jan. 16, 2012 – Bahrain’s leaders have called for the need to activate
joint Arab action and consolidate co-operation, especially in the political, economic and social fields. His Majesty King Hamad
stressed the Arab League’s role in promoting Arab unity….He also hailed the royal initiative calling for the establishment of an
Arab Human Rights Tribunal.
Arabs put credibility on line with Syria mission – Associated Press, Dec. 27, 2011 – The continued deaths and the sense
that Assad is trying to make end runs around the observers threaten to undermine the credibility of the Arab League at a time
when it is trying to be more muscular in dealing with conflicts.

ASEAN
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
Slowly, Asean Heads Toward More Political Integration - Voice of America, June 29, 2013 – “As 2015 approaches, I think
we will see incremental progress on the basis of consensus,” he said. “If there is anybody out there that is not comfortable,
they won’t proceed.” By the end of 2015, Asean aims to achieve a much higher degree of political, security, and cultural
integration between its 10 members.
Phl, ASEAN countries agree to work on common visa - Philippine Star, June 5, 2013 – “Considering that tourism is a
priority sector under the ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) Economic Community and that it constitutes a
significant contribution to the integration of ASEAN countries, it is important to be ‘smart’ about visa facilitation for travel,” Mari
Elka Pangestu, minister of tourism and creative economy of Indonesia said.
Indonesia promotes unified visa system for ASEAN – People’s Daily (China), Jan. 19, 2012 – Indonesia is also
considering negotiating with other members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to accelerate the
implementation of a unified visa system for all ASEAN members. Once all ASEAN countries join the system, Chinese tourists
will only need one visa to visit the entire region.
ASEAN people unaware of 2015 economic integration - ABS CBN News (Philippines), June 11, 2013 – Member states of
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) are struggling to get ready for full economic integration by 2015, and
most of their 600 million people are unaware of the changes that will take place.
Getting ready for ‘free flow’ of opportunities in AEC – By Dr Prasarn Trairatvorakul, governor of the Bank of Thailand,
Bangkok Post, Jan. 12, 2012 – Global citizenship also implies the shift from a domestic focus to a global focus, with the
ultimate aim of attaining global standards in terms of operating environment and resource management. However, it is
unrealistic to think about global citizenship without first attaining regional citizenship….Going forward, Thai and other Asean
nationals need to put more emphasis on the growing Asean Economic Community or AEC, which will officially start in 2015.
Integrating financial Asia – By Xiao Gang, Chairman of the Board of Directors, Bank of China, China Daily, Dec. 16, 2011 –
It is encouraging that the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is progressing on an ambitious plan to build up an
integrated economic community by 2015.
ASEAN sees new common market urgency amid EU woes – AsiaOne|AFP, Nov. 16, 2011 – The depth of the eurozone
crisis and the risk of export markets evaporating is pushing Southeast Asia to speed up creating its potentially huge common
market, officials said Wednesday.
EU, ASEAN and the prospect of regionalism – Jakarta Post, Nov. 14, 2011 – For many years, especially in the aftermath of
the Cold War, the European Union (EU) was a source of inspiration. It inspired other countries around the world to embrace
regionalism….Taking the EU as an example, other regional institutions such as ASEAN, NAFTA, MERCOSUR [UNASUR] and
the African Union have become better organized and more legally binding over time.
Asean urged to pursue reforms ahead of AEC – AsiaOne (Singapore), Feb. 25, 2012 – Asean countries will be required to
reform laws and regulations to facilitate trade and investment growth within the region under the Asean Economic Community
(AEC), which will come into effect in 2015, keynote speakers said at a conference yesterday.
ASEAN steps up defence cooperation – VietNamNet Bridge, Feb. 22, 2012 – ASEAN senior defence officials are meeting
in Phnom Penh to draft a declaration on increasing defence cooperation towards the realisation of the ASEAN Political
Security Community by 2015.
Timely Discussion On Harmonisation Of Asean Laws In Bali - Bernama (Malaysia), Feb. 23, 2012 – “Harmonising laws
does not seek to unify all laws but merely to find some common ground for cooperation within ASEAN legal and judicial
framework.”

Exclusive: China eyes creation of ASEAN Bank – Reuters, Oct. 27, 2011 – After approval by the State Council, or cabinet,
China would formally invite members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Japan and South Korea to each
take a stake in the ASEAN Bank, said the sources, who have direct knowledge of the proposal….The 10-member ASEAN,
ranging from resource-rich Indonesia to financial center Singapore, is planning a union by 2015 to become a single market
and production base to compete with rising Asian powerhouses China and India.
Asean Expected To Integrate Power Grids By 2020 – Bernama (Malaysia) Jan. 27, 2012 – A Thai energy expert has
foreseen that 10 member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (Asean), including Thailand, will integrate
their electricity grids by 2020 for regional power security.
ASEAN stock exchanges eye cross-border trading in 2012 – Reuters, Dec. 3, 2011 – The 10-country Association of South
East Asian Nations (ASEAN) wants to establish an economic community modelled on the European Union by 2015 and the
market venture will support one of its aims, allowing capital to move more freely between states.

BETRAYING HUMAN RIGHTS, ASEAN STYLE – The Nation (Thailand), May 14, 2012 – The ASEAN [Association
of Southeast Asian Nations] Human Rights Declaration is supposed to serve as the “road-map for regional human
rights development” in ASEAN for years to come – according to ASEAN Secretary-General Surin Pitsuwan. Has
ASEAN finally transformed itself from the so-called “club of dictators” famous for its closed-door meetings to a rightsrespecting grouping? Shouldn’t this be cause for a celebration?
Sorry – not so fast – think again.
ASEAN Secretariat to host int`l dialog on democracy – The Inter-Regional Dialogue on Democracy is a platform for
engagement among regional organisations on democracy. Apart from the ASEAN Secretariat, other participating
organisations include the African Union [AU], European Union [EU], League of Arab States [Arab League], Pacific Islands
Forum [PIF], Organization of American States, and the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation with International
IDEA as the facilitator.
[And what wonderful bastions of freedom they all are! Their “democracy” is the mandate of the controlled
masses through created crises that manipulate populations to demand even more government control].
ASEAN, Laos and Vietnam: no to human rights and religious freedom because they create ‘chaos’ – AsiaNews, Feb.
18, 2012 – Among the limitations, there is also the control of the “practice of a cult or a religion” that must comply with the laws
of a nation in which “the rights of the state ‘outweigh’ freedoms and rights of individuals.” This is what emerges from a draft of
the ASEAN Declaration on Human Rights, drafted in January during the first meeting of the Intergovernmental Commission…
Southeast Asia’s road to democracy is long and bleak – The Nation (Thailand), May 8, 2012 – Asean has not been
successful in bringing about a uniform shift toward democracy as it currently had only two member countries that could claim
to be democracies: Indonesia and the Philippines….Asean is not the only regional organisation facing such issues. The South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (Saarc), for example, has never discussed democracy in its meetings. “Strangely
enough, we have never talked about democracy even though one of our members is India, the largest democracy in the
world,” said Saarc’s secretary-general, Ahmad Saleem…
Get ready: Asean economic community is coming in 2015 – AsiaOne, Jan. 9, 2012 – “We cannot escape the AEC [Asian
Economic Community]. Even if we don’t want to work in other Asean [Association of South Asian Nations] countries, citizens
from those countries will certainly come to work in Thailand.”
DPM: Asean must strengthen anti-terrorism cooperation – Malaysia Star, April 19, 2012 – Asean should face the reality of
the borderless world of terrorism and that terror networks cover more than one country, Deputy Prime Minister Tan Seri
Muhyiddin Yassin said….”Regional forums on security and defence serves as an important mechanism that will enhance the
collective capability of Asean member states and dialogue partners to swiftly and effectively respond to the threats, and in turn
strengthen regional security cooperation,” he said at a forum here.
ASEAN, ADB launch biggest ever infrastructure fund – Philippine Information Agency, May 6, 2012 – The 10-member
Association of South East Asian Nations’ (ASEAN) has launched its largest financing initiative….The ASEAN Infrastructure
Fund will finance the development of road, rail, power, water and other critical infrastructure needs, which are estimated at
about $60 billion a year.
ASEAN, UN to take on world conflicts – Jakarta Post, September 21, 2011 – In response to ASEAN’s efforts in conflict
resolution, Indonesia Defense University ASEAN expert Bantarto Bandoro said it was time now for the regional grouping to
establish a peacekeeping force as mandated by the UN Charter.

EurAsEC – Eurasian Union
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
Karasin arrives to discuss common currency – Charter ’97 (Belarus), Jan. 31, 2012 – The issue of currency of the
Common Economic Area was discussed at a meeting of State Secretary, Deputy Foreign Minister of Russia Grigory Karasin
with Belarusian MFA representatives in Minsk on Monday. “The financial aspect was among the topics: the future of the ruble
and if the new currency is needed for the
he Eurasian Economic Union,” Karasin told journalists, Interfax-Zapad news agency
reports.
Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan may have common currency in future – Putin – RIA Novisti (Russia),
(Russia) Dec. 15, 2011 –
Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan may introduce a single currency in the future within the Eurasian Economic Union between
the three former Soviet republics, a new entity meant to promote cooperation both with Europe and the Asia-Pacific
Asia
region,
Russiann Prime Minister Vladimir Putin said on Thursday.
Lukashenko: New Single Currency should Operate within CES – Telegraf.by (Belarus), Jan. 19, 2012 – President of
Belarus Alexander Lukashenko believes that some new currency like the euro should be created in case of single currency
introduction within the Common Economic Space of Belarus, Russia and Kazakhstan. “The Russians, Kazakhs and we,
Belarusians, agree on the
he fact that it’s quite a normal practice,” said the President in an interview with the Chinese media on
January 17….The Head of State also notes that the progress made in November 2011 is far not the last stage of integration,
so the CES countries will seek
ek closer cooperation within the Eurasian Union.
EEU – the moment of truth for President – Vestnik Kavkaza (Russia), May 12, 2012 – If EurAsEC stopped its existence on
March 19th and the Eurasian Economic Union established, establishment of the Eurasian Interparliamentary Assembly would
take place. It is a supernational structure, precursor of the future Eurasian Parliament which will be established when the
Eurasian Economic Union will be founded, just lik
like the EU and the European Parliament.”
Naryshkin proposes formation of Eurasian Parliament – Vestnik Kavkaza Russia), April 25, 2012 – Russian Speaker of
Parliament Sergey Naryshkin has proposed the formation of a Eurasian Parliament based on direct democratic elections, RIA
Novosti reports.
s. Presidents Dmitry Medvedev (Russia), Alexander Lukashenko (Belarus) and Nursultan Nazarbayev
(Kazakhstan) signed a declaration on Eurasian economic integration in Moscow in November 2011 to form the Eurasian
Economic Union by January 1, 2015…
Russia’s Putin dreams of sweeping Eurasian Union – Atlanta Journal-Constitution, Jan. 3, 2012 – Russian Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin has a vision for a Soviet Union
Union-lite he hopes will become a new Moscow-led
led global powerhouse. But, his
planned Eurasian Union won’t be grounded in ideology: This time it’s about trade.
Common Economic Space Starts Work – Telegraf.by (Belarus), Jan. 2, 2012 – According to President of Russia Dmitry
Medvedev, the parties will implement a project of the Eurasian Economic Union by 2015. At the same time his Belarusian
counterpart Alexander Lukashenko is convinced that the Eurasian union will be formed much earlier – by the end of 2013.
Stratfor: “Russia lays the groundwork for the eventual formation of the Eurasian Union which it is hoping to start
around 2015” – APA, Jan. 17, 2012 – “Russia will continue building its influence in its former Soviet periphery in 2012,
particularly by institutionalizing its relationships with many former Soviet states,” says US Stratfor Global Analytical Company’s
Comp
Annual Forecast 2012, APA reports.
CSTO collective forces’ military drills to be held in Armenia – ArmeniaNow, Feb. 22, 2012 – Speaking about integration
processes in the territory of the CIS, Bordyuzha said CIS may follow the example of the European Union, where the EU
ensures the economic development of the countries, and NATO serves as protective shield. “The same may be in the
relations of the CSTO [Collective
Collective Security Treaty Organization
Organization] and EurAsEC,”
,” the CSTO secretary general said.
Expert: ruble will be Eurasia’s common currency by 2016 – PanARMENIAN.Net, Nov. 24, 2011

Eurasian integration: step by step – The Voice of Russia, Dec. 20, 2011 – “This is the first supranational body in the history
of our nations – a body to which our states have essentially given a part of their sovereignty,” [Russian President Dmitry
Medvedev] says. “Its scope of authority will gradually broaden….He stressed that the Eurasian Economic Union is open to
accession by new members, first and foremost by those from the CIS and the EurAsEC.
EurAsEC court to start in one month – chairman – RAPSI (Russian Legal Information Agency), Jan. 17, 2012 – The Court
of the Eurasian Economic Community may commence working in one month, Chairman Evgeny Smirnov said at a Tuesday
press conference in Minsk….Governments, private companies and businessmen will be able to appeal to the court in
discrimination, competition law and equal business cases.
The Faustian Bargain – New Eastern Europe, April 23, 2012 – After nearly two decades in power, authoritarian leader
Alexander Lukashenko brought Belarus to the brink of economic ruin….Russia stepped in with the offer that Lukashenko had
long resisted: cash for control of Belarus state-owned assets….For then-Russian Prime Minister Putin, this was another step
in advancing his idea of creating a Eurasian Union.
What a Eurasian Union Means for Washington – The National Interest, April 19, 2012 – This planned Eurasian Union would
lower trade barriers, harmonize regulations and currency policies, and eventually lead to deeper political association. If this
sounds like the growth of the European Union, that is deliberate. Putin’s Izvestiya article portrays the Eurasian Union as
modeled directly on the EU and even suggests that a strong Eurasian Union would be a natural partner for the EU…
EurAsEC leaders sign new deals on further integration – People’s Daily|Xinhua (China), Dec. 20, 2011 – The presidents
of the EurAsEC [Eurasian Economic Community] member states — Russia, Belarus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan,
signed several documents on matters including the further buildup of the Russia-Belarus- Kazakhstan Customs Union, the
Russia-Belarus-Kazakhstan Common Economic Space and the operation of the new EurAsEC court.
Law to harmonise Russian legislation and that of the Customs Union within the Eurasian Economic Community
(EurAsEC) – ISRIA, Dec. 12, 2011 – In addition, the federal law makes amendments to Russian legislation on special
economic zones to bring it in line with the agreement between the Government of the Russian Federation, the Government of
the Republic of Belarus, and the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan of June 18, 2010…
Georgia tells EU to ‘open its eyes’ on Russia – EurActiv, Nov. 30. 2011 – Western politicians need to open their eyes to
what is going on around Russia, where Prime Minister Vladimir Putin is building a modernised Soviet Union through his
‘Eurasian Union’ plan, says Giorgi Baramidze, Georgia’s vice prime minister.
Expert: ‘Eurasian Union will claim not only economical but also political changes’ – Times (Armenia), Nov. 23, 2011 –
Belarusian President has already underlined that the common currency would be very proper and he was “for” it.
Putin Sets Sights on Eurasian Economic Union - Financial Times (London), August 16, 2011(Google link) – Twenty years
after the Soviet Union collapsed, Vladimir Putin, the Russian prime minister, may not, as is sometimes alleged, be trying to
recreate it. But he is pursuing a different project – to build a “quasi-European Union” out of former Soviet states….At a
Moscow summit this month, prime ministers of the three states set an even more ambitious target – turning the grouping into a
“Eurasian economic union” by 2013. There is even talk, down the line, of a common currency.
Putin sets priorities in foreign policy – Voice of Russia, May 12, 2012 – Another key direction of Russian foreign policy is
economic integration with CIS countries. In this regard, we can highlight the ratification of the CIS Free Trade Zone
Agreement, and the framework for the Union State, a coalition between Belarus and Russia. In addition, the development of
the Customs Union and the Uniform Economic Space of Russia, Belarus and Kazakhstan with the goal of creating the
Eurasian Economic Union by January 1, 2015.
Putin wants to discuss the creation of the Parliament of EurAsEC – Charter ’97 (Belarus), May 29, 2012 – The
parliament will be formed at the Eurasian Economic Union and then the Eurasian Union.

European Union
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
The Rumors of the EU’s Demise Are Exaggerated - U.S. News & World Report, June 21, 2013 – Forget about the reports
claiming that the European Union is dying….Yes, the democratic deficit between European citizens and Brussels is widening.
No, the European Union is not on its deathbed, but is fact in a period of transformation. In any case, the attraction of the EU
remains powerful through European enlargement policy.
Euro Zone Crisis Has Increased I.M.F.’s Power - New York Times, April 17, 2013 – The I.M.F. has more say over crisis
management than many euro zone members, and Ms. Lagarde has become a quasi head of state, whose views carry more
weight than those of many elected leaders. Indeed, without the I.M.F.’s money and advice, the euro zone might have fallen
apart by now.
How the European Union killed Cyprus in one day - MarketWatch, March 26, 2013 – In 147 banking crises since 1970
tracked by the IMF, no depositors, irrespective of the amounts held and the banks with whom the deposits were placed,
suffered losses. Depositors in weak banks in weak countries now may consider the risk of loss or confiscation.
Outrage as new European Union immigration guide helps migrants claim British benefits - Daily Express (London),
June 12, 2013 – “This booklet is a disgrace. We are facing cuts and yet the EU gives EU migrants a handbook on how to
settle in the UK and claim from the welfare state….The only way to regain control of our national borders and control
immigration is to leave the EU as soon as we can.”
THE CRISIS OF EUROPEAN DEMOCRACY - Today (Singapore), May 24, 2012 (from the New York Times) - Perhaps the
most troubling aspect of Europe’s current malaise is the replacement of democratic commitments by financial dictates — from
leaders of the European Union and the European Central Bank, and indirectly from credit-rating agencies, whose judgments
have been notoriously unsound.
Goldman squid grabs Europe - Asia Times, April 20, 2012 - The Goldman Sachs coup that [so far] failed in America has
nearly succeeded in Europe – a permanent, irrevocable, unchallengeable bailout for the banks underwritten by the
taxpayers….Europe’s national budgets in the hands of one single unelected intergovernmental organization? Is that the future
of Europe? Is that the new EU – a Europe devoid of sovereign democracies?
European Union: Technocracy triumphs over Democracy – AllVoices, Dec. 24, 2011 – The European crisis has made it
clear that financial capital determines what governments must do not the politicians. While democracy is allowed as long as
elected governments do what financial capital demands, when governments fail to meet those demands they are replaced by
unelected technocrats.
Europe forges fiscal union, sees way out of crisis – Associated Press, Dec. 9, 2011 – To prevent excessive deficits,
countries in the treaty will have to submit their national budgets to the European Commission, the executive body of the EU,
which will have the power to send them back for revision.
Europe signs up to German-led fiscal pact – Reuters, Jan. 30, 2012 – Only Britain and the Czech Republic refused to sign
a fiscal compact in March that will impose quasi-automatic sanctions on countries that breach European Union budget deficit
limits and will enshrine balanced budget rules in national law….”It is the first step towards a fiscal union. It certainly will
strengthen confidence in the euro area,” ECB President Mario Draghi said.
Eurozone crisis: Will it create a United States of Europe? – Economic Times (India), Feb. 19, 2012 – This thesis runs as
follows….”The crafty way forward is to force the pace of European integration faster than the public wants. This will, of course,
lead to crises. But every crisis will force voters to choose between greater unification and the huge costs of de-integration.
Hopefully they will repeatedly opt for greater unification. In the process, they will give up facet after facet of their national
identity and culture….Our solution was Machiavellian….”
Monti Glimpses EU Political Union and Chides Germany – Wall Street Journal, Feb. 20, 2012 – Italian Prime Minister
Mario Monti on Monday said that “significant steps” have been taken towards European integration and that the public has not
fully cottoned on to all of them. The agreement that national governments will submit their annual budgets to Brussels before
sending them to their own legislative assemblies “gives an idea of political union,” Mr. Monti said…

Greece is being destroyed by ‘respectable’ fanatics – By Nick Cohen, London Guardian, Feb. 18, 2012 – Europe is now
offering to revive Greece by impoverishing it; to heal it by harming it. As Tacitus said of the Roman legions’ earlier attempt to
impose a European union: “They make a desert and call it peace.”
Germany starting gun registry – Toronto Sun, April 29, 2012 – Germany is building its own gun registry, complying with a
future database rule that will cover the entire European Union….Under the new law, German police will be allowed to enter
people’s homes unannounced to see if their legal weapons are properly stored….The European Union has mandated that all
member states must have a computerized data-filing system registering all firearms in place by 2014.
China Says Has ‘Confidence’ in EU’s Crisis Measures – CNBC, May 2, 2012 – The European Union’s efforts in
establishing a permanent rescue fund to prevent financial risks is ‘laudable’ and have boosted market confidence in the
region, China’s Vice-Premier Li Keqiang said….Last year, China nearly doubled its investment in Europe and bought bonds
issued by European nations, including Portugal, Greece and Hungary.
China’s new role in the making of Europe – Asia Times, Jan. 9, 2012 – The Chinese renaissance should be seen by
Europe as a source of synergies. At the operational level, it is time for the European policymakers to build mechanisms to
facilitate Chinese investment within the European Union.
Bailing out the European Union – Town Hall, Jan. 10, 2012 – But it’s over the top when Obama told the European Council
president and the European Commission president that “the United States stands ready to do our part” to bail out Europe.
Bailing out Europe is absolutely not any “part” of “our” duty; we’ve already bailed out Europe more times than it deserves.
Brussels orders EU flag must fly over Whitehall every day… and we could be fined if we fail to comply – London Daily
Mail, April 28, 2012 – Eric Pickles reacted with fury last night after being ordered by Brussels to fly the EU flag continuously
over Whitehall….But under the proposed change, drafted by the European Commission and due to take effect within the next
two years, the flag would have to fly permanently outside any organisation which managed development funding from
Brussels….including Cambridge University, Jamie Oliver’s 15 restaurant in Cornwall and The Crucible Theatre in Sheffield…
France threatens to pull out of borderless Europe – KFVS|Associated Press, April 26, 2012 – In the heat of France’s
presidential election campaign, the French government insisted Thursday that if the European Union didn’t back its tougher
line to fight illegal immigration it would lead to the demise of the continent’s borderless travel zone….Under current rules, the
so-called Schengen zone of 26 European nations protects its common outside borders only, and allows free travel inside the
member nations.
[The Schengen zone concept will become common to all of the world’s geopolitical regions and is identical to the
Obama-Harper “Beyond the Border” agreement’s “continental security perimeter” for North America. Only in
this context does the U.S. border security dereliction and illegal alien influx become clear. North America - like
Europe - is being intentionally amalgamated both culturally and economically, as downward pressure is being
placed upon the American middle class toward a two-class oligarchic system.]
Europe May Need More Power to Deal With Bank Crisis – New York Times (Google News link), May 9, 2012 – Are
national governments ready to surrender more power to the European Union or its agencies to salvage the euro?
Mandelson: Federal Europe Is Inevitable – Sky News, May 3, 2012 – Former senior Labour Minister Lord Mandelson
believes a more federal European Union is inevitable, and he is urging David Cameron not to hold a referendum on
Europe as a “panicky” response to a rise in support for Ukip [UK Independence Party].
Verhofstadt, Cohn-Bendit get European Leader award - EurActiv, June 7, 2013 – Guy Verhofstadt and Daniel Cohn-Bendit
won the European Leader Award on Thursday (6 June), after several weeks of online voting organised ahead of the State of
the European Union forum….They think the European Commission should be transformed as soon as possible into a
European government, controlled by a European Parliament with enhanced powers.
‘The New World Order Since 11 September’ - October 17, 2001: Speech by then-Belgium Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt in
Warsaw: “We could order the world on the basis of existing regional cooperation organizations: the European Union,
ASEAN, MERCOSUR [now UNASUR], NAFTA, the African Union, the Arab League and SAARC in southern Asia….“We
need to take a first step down the path towards a global form of federalism, a structure where the reality of an increasingly
interactive world is finally made a political reality too. In fact, a structure of this kind was already planned when the United
Nations was created in 1945, but was never implemented after the Cold War.“The New World Order could lead to a new G8,
G9 or G10, with regular meetings between the delegates of the world’s continents….The European Union is the model.…”

Gulf Cooperation Council
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
GCC looking to set up Gulf police
GulfNews (Dubai, UAE), Oct 30, 2013 – The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) could set up a unified police force to protect the
member countries from organised crime and terrorism, the GCC secretary-general has said. “The GCC countries are looking
into a project to set up a Gulf police similar to Europol, the European police,” Abdul Lateef Al Zayani said.
GCC visa expected in mid-2014
Schengen-style multiple-entry tourism visas for six member countries could be issued
Gulfnews (Dubai, UAE), August 25, 2013 – A unified visa for the six member countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
could become a reality in mid-2014, security sources have said. “The plan to have a GCC tourism visa, similar to the
Schengen visa in Europe, is about to be implemented after obstacles have been cleared,” the sources told Kuwaiti daily Al Rai
on Sunday.
Is it Time for an Arab Gulf Union? – Middle East Online, May 29, 2012 – Prompted by the Saudi monarch, King Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz, the six member-states of the Gulf Cooperation Council are considering establishing closer ties. A project on the
agenda is the possibility of advancing from a mere regional bloc, which the GCC has been since its foundation in May 1981, to
some form of confederation or political union….
Panel suggests new name for GCC – Arab News, March 8, 2012 – The GCC consultative committee met here yesterday
and proposed to change the name of Gulf Cooperation Council to Arab Gulf Union Council.
GCC single currency on track: Saudi central bank- Khaleej Times, September 16, 2011 – The launch of the Gulf single
currency, which had been delayed following the withdrawal of the UAE and Oman, is on track, Saudi Arabia’s Central Bank
Governor Muhammad Al Jasser said.
Creating single Gulf currency needs more than political will – Gulf News, May 27, 2012 – As a research paper (The
Monetary Union of the Gulf Cooperation Council and Structural Changes, May 2012) published this month by the Arab Centre
for Research and Policy Studies in Doha, Qatar identifies, the essential condition upon which to forge monetary union is clarity
as to the advantages and disadvantages, so as to warrant abandoning a national currency….With potentially a ‘new world
order’, featuring the emergence of the BRIC countries, “the Gulf would be a strong economic force if [it] were to enable a
single economic bloc,” the author contends.
Saudi Arabia calls for ‘strong and solid’ Gulf union - Al Arabiya (Dubai, UAE), Dec 24, 2012 – Saudi Crown Prince Salman
Bin Abdul Aziz attending a Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) summit in Bahrain Monday expressed the kingdom’s hope for the
declaration of a Gulf union….“with integrated economies, a joint foreign policy and a common defense system.”
ECB, Gulf Countries To Discuss Europe – NASDAQ, Jan. 18, 2012 – European central bankers will discuss the crisis in
Europe with their Gulf counterparts Thursday, and will review the lessons the Gulf countries have drawn from the global
financial crisis, European Central Bank President Mario Draghi said….Oman’s central bank governor Hamood Al Zadjali
confirmed Thursday that the oil rich Gulf Cooperation Council states are among the nations that have been approached by the
IMF to increase their contributions in line with their IMF quotas.
The US-GCC fatal attraction – By Pepe Escobar, Asia Times (Hong Kong), Jan. 20, 2012 – GCC stands for Gulf
Cooperation Council, the club of six wealthy Persian Gulf monarchies (Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain and the
United Arab Emirates – UAE), founded in 1981 and which in no time configured as the prime strategic US backyard for the
invasions of Afghanistan in 2001 and Iraq in 2003, for the long-drawn battle in the New Great Game in Eurasia, and also as
the headquarters for “containing” Iran….Cueing to Orson Welles in Citizen Kane, the Rosebud inside the GCC is that the
House of Saud sells its oil only in US dollars – thus the pre-eminence of the petrodollar – and in exchange benefits from
massive, unconditional US military and political support. Moreover the Saudis prevent the Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC) – after all they’re the world’s largest oil producer – to price and sell oil in a basket of currencies. These
rivers of petrodollars then flow into US equities and Treasury bonds….Why Iran? Half-jokingly, because Iran is not part of the
GCC – that is, a pliable US satrapy, just like in those jolly good times under the shah.

Washington Bets On The Gulf Royals – Eurasia Review, April 27, 2012 – The GCC is the Gulf Cooperation Council, the
Arab NATO, whose members include Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman and the United Arab Emirates. Each of
these is a monarchy, with the UAE disguising the royals behind a federation and with the Saudis ecstatic to proclaim the
benefits of the royal bloodline. They pretend that their great enemy is Iran, but in actual fact it is the idea of Democracy.
GCC countries plan huge infrastructure investments – Al-Bawaba, Jan. 1, 2012 – The most ambitious project, valued at
U.S. $ 30 billion, is the railroad that will connect all the countries of the GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council], whose construction is
scheduled to begin in 2012. For roads construction, investments are put at $ 18 billion.
GCC can learn much from the EU experience, says panel – The National (Abu Dhabi), May 3, 2012 – Despite some
fundamental differences between the Gulf and Europe, the GCC can still learn a lot from the European Union, panellists
agreed yesterday. European parliamentary representatives, political experts and academics at the Paris-Sorbonne University
in Abu Dhabi discussed how an Arab Gulf union could take advantage of the European experience.
Saudi Proposed Gulf Union More of a Threat to U.S. Than Iran’s Nuclear Program – Examiner, May 1, 2012 –
Remember, all of the 9/11 terrorists were Saudi citizens. Al Qiada was formed in Saudi Arabia in response to the the royal
family’s tyranny. In fact, the Saudi royal family lives in fear of being toppled….If the U.S. gives its tacit approval to a Gulf
Union, it is a certainty that Saudi Arabia and the other oil-producing states will tighten their grip on oil production…
Never mind Iran, is Saudi Arabia about to acquire a nuclear bomb? – Daily Mail (London), Feb. 24, 2012 – Both Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf Cooperation Council maintain that they want a WMD-free Middle East. However, key members of the
Saudi royal elite have recently signalled that if Iran develops a nuclear weapon, then Saudi Arabia will get one too. Speaking
of signalling, they have also long indicated that if Israel were to overfly the desert kingdom to bomb Iranian nuclear sites, they
would temporarily turn their radars off.
GCC Chief: Gulf Union Has been the Main Goal of the GCC – Bahrain News Agency, May 25, 2012 – Secretary-General of
the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) Dr. Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani….also asserted that King Abdulla’s initiative is in line
with the basic objectives of the Gulf Cooperation Council whose ultimate goal has always been unity between the member
states, adding that the landmark achievements attained over the past three decades lay the solid basis for the establishment
of the Gulf Union.
GCC panel meets to study Gulf Union plan – Arab News, Feb. 22, 2012 – The six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)
has taken the first step to transform into a stronger union with the launch of the first meeting of a high-powered panel studying
the new initiative, said the council’s secretary-general in Riyadh on Tuesday. In his opening remarks at the meeting,
Abdullateef Al-Zayani said the Gulf states have started working on the proposal to form the Gulf Union, a provision explained
in article four of the GCC charter. Referring to the political unification to be preceded by full-fledged economic
integration….”We are proceeding to a higher degree of harmonization in several areas,” he added.
GCC, EU meet to boost ties – Arab News (Saudi Arabia), Jan. 28, 2012 – In a major move to boost relations between the
six-nation Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the European Union and to hold consultations on many regional and
international issues, GCC Secretary-General Abdulatif Al-Zayani will begin a visit to Brussels on Sunday….The EU has also
been committed to sharing its experiences of economic integration, particularly on monetary union, with the GCC, which is
undergoing a similar process to that of the European Union.
Gulf states remain on waiting list for Arab Spring – Ahram, Jan. 1, 2012 – The Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC), led by
Saudi Arabia, played a clear role in shaping the uprisings in its neighbour countries like Yemen, Bahrain and Oman, either
through military intervention or financial aid. Internally, most Gulf monarchies avoided using the security solution in facing
down street protests, offering social and economic benefits to their citizens.
GCC Defense Ministers say armed forces integration key to protecting member states – Kuwait News Agency, Nov. 22,
2011 – Defense ministers in the six GCC [Gulf Cooperation Council] countries underlined Tuesday that building a joint
defense system, via full integration among armed forces, was the most “active practical” option to defending the Arab Gulf
countries’ security, stability, sovereignty and resources.
God bless Gulf nation – Arab Times, Dec. 22, 2011 – Now it is up to the GCC leaders to act because the seeds have been
sown on fertile prosperous land. When will we reach the Promised Land? When will we have one embassy to represent all of
us in all countries of the world? When will we have one army and one economy?

NAFTA – North America
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
CANADIAN, U.S. OFFICERS COULD SOON CROSS BORDERS TO PURSUE SUSPECTS – Vancouver Sun, May 17, 2012
– Shared waterways along the Canada-U.S.
U.S. border soon could be patrolled by vessels staffed with armed Canadian and
American officers who have the authority to freely cross into each other’s territories in pursuit of suspected criminals….Some,
criminals….Som
however, are concerned about issues of sovereign
sovereignty
ty and due process, especially as authorities are looking eventually to
create a land-based
based version of the program.
‘BABY STEPS’ TO US AGENTS ON CANADIAN SOIL: RCMP – Embassy (Canada),, May 16, 2012 – The RCMP [Royal
Canadian Mounted Police] is planning to ease Canadians into the idea of United States law enforcement agents pursuing
suspects across the land border and onto Canadian soil through “baby steps,” say two top Mounties. “We recognized
re
early
that this approach would raise concerns about sovereignty, of privacy, and civil liberties of Canadians,” RCMP Chief
Superintendent Joe Oliver, the Mounties’ director general for border integrity, told the Senate Committee on National Security
Securi
and Defence on May 14.
THE
HE NORTH AMERICAN IDEA: A Vision of a Continental Future - Robert A. Pastor
(Oxford University Press, 2011) Reviewed by Richard Feinberg, Foreign Affairs (Council on
Foreign Relations), Nov.
Nov.-Dec. 2011 – Public opinion polls suggest that the citizens of Canada,
Mexico, and the United States are ready for greater regional cooperation. To deflect
“sovereignty--zealots”
zealots” and other myopic opponents of broader integration, Pastor calls on
leaders to articulate a hopeful vision of integration while making practical progress on
immediate problems. His book constitutes a brave maste
master plan…
Buy North American and save ourselve
ourselves – By Robert Pastor,, Globe and Mail (Canada),
Feb. 11, 2012 - “Buy North American” could be the mantra for helping the U.S. recognize the
importance of both neighbours….Thus, the best way to multiply our exports and accelerate
growth would be to create a seamless market and construct a North American transportation
and infrastructure grid….
grid….The
The “North American idea” has to be big enough to inspire people in
all three countries to forge a formidable region able to compete with a dynamic East Asia.
U.S. official muses about joint border controls with Canada – Yahoo! News Canada, March 6, 2012 – Imagine a ‘North
American’ customs agent
nt inspecting your luggage as you return from your European vacation. According to a report in the
Globe and Mail, a top U.S. Homeland Security official says it could happen.
A common purpose – Windsor Star (Canada), Feb. 21, 2012 – The overall goal is to create a continental security perimeter
to better share information, facilitate the free flow of goods and services and make the necessary infrastructure improvements
improvement
at border crossings.
gs. The perimeter would serve as the first line of defence against terrorists and other security threats to
external borders, ports and airports. It would pave the way for the faster flow of people and goods and services across our
traditional border through
gh the harmonization of regulations and practices.
Beyond the Border is too timid - By Stephen Blank, Winnipeg Free Press, Dec. 21, 2011 – To compete in the emerging
global economy, we need to think in terms of big ideas — about free trade in freight transportation, a North American energy
strategy and a North American infrastructure strategy. Keeping heads down, under the legislative radar, is an attractive but
dangerous approach….IfIf we act like conspirators, we will surely be suspected of conspiracy.
[Too late on that one, Mr. Blank..]
Placing a New North American Initiative in its Economic Policy Context [This
This document, released by WikiLeaks
on April 28, 2011, is a 2005 U.S. embassy cable from Ottawa signed by then
then-U.S.
U.S. Ambassador Paul Cellucci. ]
THIS MESSAGE IS SENSITIVE BUT UNCLASSIFIED.
NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION OUTSIDE USG CHANNELS – 2005-01-28….
CURRENCY UNION: Canadian economists are split on whether a return to a fixed exchange rate, or
adopting the U.S. dollar, would benefit Canada in current circumstances…. The central bank governor has
taken the position that “monetary union is an issue that should be considered once we have made more
progress towards establishing a single market.”

Surprise. Stephen Harper’s U.S. border deal does imperil Canadian sovereignty - Toronto Star, August 1, 2013 – The
U.S. government wants American police agents working in Canada exempted from Canadian law. If this is a surprise, it
shouldn’t be….Announced in 2011, the so-called North American perimeter security pact would give Washington the right to
have its agents and police officers operate alongside their Canadian counterparts within Canada….Theoretically, Canadian
agents could operate with similar powers in the U.S. in order to provide an appearance of reciprocity.
NAFTA Tribunals: An Improved NAFTA? Investor-State Arbitration Provisions Under the Colombia-US Free Trade
Agreement – JD Supra (Press Release), February 3, 2012 – Chapter 11 of the North America Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA) was the first international trade agreement provision to give foreign investors a direct cause of action for investment
disputes against the host government in a binding international tribunal, commonly known as “investor-state arbitration.”
However, NAFTA investor-state arbitration continues to be a source of debate. Critics argue that the text is ambiguous,
causing some to misinterpret the provision as a threat to national sovereignty. But, despite its many critics, the United States
has adopted a NAFTA style investor-state arbitration provisions within its own trade policy. As a result, almost all free trade
agreements signed by the United States after the NAFTA’s implementation include new versions of the agreement’s investorstate dispute provisions. The recently approved Colombia-U.S. Free Trade Agreement (“CFTA”) is no exception.
From the Archives: Review of U.S. Rulings by Nafta Tribunals Stirs Worries – New York Times, April 18, 2004
The tribunal declared a Mississippi court’s judgment at odds with international law, leaving the United States government
potentially liable for hundreds of millions of dollars…. “This is the biggest threat to United States judicial independence that no
one has heard of and even fewer people understand,” said John D. Echeverria, a law professor at Georgetown University….
The availability of this additional layer of review, above even the United States supreme Court, is a significant development,
legal scholars said….The tribunals have the potential to upset the settled American constitutional order.
Carney: Keystone Pipeline Would ‘Sacrifice American Sovereignty’ – Breitbart, April 23, 2012 – In a press conference on
Friday, White House press secretary Jay Carney responded to the recent new Keystone pipeline bill passed by Congress
earlier this week, as theWashington Examiner reports: “It would be preemptively sacrificing American sovereignty” to approve
the pipeline, White Hosue [sic] Press Secretary Jay Carney said, because a route for the northern portion of the pipeline has
not been established…..Jay Carney feigns concern about America’s sovereignty over an abundant source of energy from an
ally, but seems to have little to no concern about the fact that the nation is grossly indebted to foreign countries.
[Actually, both Carney and the writer are partly right, but also misleading: Carney is indeed feigning concern
about American sovereignty in an election year, since Obama’s “Beyond the Border” agreement with Canada’s
Prime Minister Harper is already harmonizing the countries’ infrastructures toward North American integration.
The Keystone Pipeline is just another part of their North American transportation infrastructure. The reality is
that the U.S. does not need a pipeline from Canada to achieve energy independence if we would develop our own
reserves.]
NAFTA hits state again – Decatur (AL) Daily, April 20, 2012 – The North American Free Trade Agreement took another
swipe at Alabama on Wednesday….Audi’s board of directors announced it would build its $2 billion SUV plant in Mexico. It
cited free trade agreements as a major factor in its decision. The primary market for the high-priced vehicle, of course, is the
United States. As a result of NAFTA, Audi can build the vehicles in Mexico and ship them to the United States without penalty.
Big business attends perimeter talks in Washington – Embassy (Canada), Feb. 8, 2012 – New information has emerged
on the perimeter security plan between Canada and the United States, with hundreds of government and industry
representatives meeting in Washington last week….The jam-packed, day-long Jan. 31 meeting covered everything from
agriculture and food to pharmaceuticals, veterinary drugs, emission standards, transportation, nanotechnology, disease,
vehicle safety standards, and occupational safety issues….The border action plan announced in December indicates that by
the end of last month, Canada and the United States would “determine the way ahead” on how to share information and
evidence between their police forces and intelligence agencies. A spokesperson for the Department of Foreign Affairs and
International Trade, Ian Trites,….indicated that a series of meetings have already taken place that tackle legal problems
associated with harmonizing intelligence sharing.
Border security agreement a big deal in Canada, not in U.S. – Yahoo! News, Canada, Dec. 7, 2011 – Prime Minister
Stephen Harper and U.S. President Barack Obama unveiled the details of a much-touted perimeter security initiative at the
White House Wednesday afternoon. The agreement includes measures that erect a thicker wall of security around the
continent, while easing trade barriers at the border between the two countries.

Harmonizing Regulations for Increased International Trade – Truth about Trade & Technology, May 3, 2012 – The Obama
Administration received little media attention when it released an Executive Order on Promoting International Regulatory
Cooperation in trade. It is an extension of the January 2011 Executive Order on Improving Regulation and Regulatory Review
that focused on domestic issues.
North America is a process – Ottawa Citizen, April 3, 2012 – The Canada-U.S. Chamber of Commerce fell apart years ago
and the North American Competitiveness Council’s influence was damaged by its association with the apparently sovereigntythreatening Security and Prosperity Partnership….It is surely time that such an organization – a North American Chamber of
Commerce, perhaps? – be created, networked with business and workers associations, regional bodies, and business and
policy schools.Given recent deadlocks on specific North American issues, perhaps we should be thinking more about
governance.
MEXICO NOW ACTIVELY PARTICIPATING IN NORTHAMERICAN JOINT EXERCISES - San Antonio Express, May 3,
2012 – NAFTA isn’t NATO, at least not yet. However, the North American defense ministers’ conference hosted by Canada
the last week of March sent the low-key but categorically public message that Mexico has emerged as the U.S. and Canada’s
regional security partner.
NDP wants new cross-border police law studied separately – Embassy (Canada), April 28, 2012 – The NDP is calling on
the Harper government to yank amendments it has bundled with its budget bill, ones that pave the way for Canadian and
United States maritime officials to operate in each other’s territory, and present them as separate legislation….The CanadaUS perimeter plan currently being hammered out also calls for a new land-based version of the program, which the RCMP has
said could hand US Federal Bureau of Investigation and US Drug Enforcement Administration agents access to Canadian soil.
Accountability questions arise in cross-border policing law – Embassy (Canada), May 2, 2012 – The Harper
government’s plan to permanently legalize the ability of certain American agents to cross the border and enforce Canadian
law in shared waterways will include aerial police surveillance over land, raising several questions over national jurisdiction
and police accountability in the minds of opposition and academic observers.
Stopping SOPA (Stop Online Privacy Act) hasn’t stopped cyber security threats – from government – Calgary Herald,
April 23, 2012 – That’s due to the little known but highly impactful Canada-US agreement known as Beyond the Border: A
shared vision for perimeter security and economic competitiveness. That deal maps out the integration of border
management, trade facilitation and increased security between the two countries. It means that a U.S. cybersecurity strategy
adopted today may well become a Canadian cybersecurity strategy tomorrow.
FMCSA recruiting Mexican motor carriers into pilot program – Land Line, Feb. 27, 2012 – In response to the
underwhelming participation in the U.S.-Mexico cross-border pilot program, Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration
officials are in Mexico drumming up business.... “It makes no sense that the Department of Transportation would spend our
tax dollars to beg for Mexico-based companies to participate in the program,” said OOIDA Executive Vice President Todd
Spencer.
Years after NAFTA, first long-haul Mexican truck enters U.S. – Reuters, October 21, 2011 – The first Mexican truck bound
for the U.S. interior crossed at the international bridge at Laredo, Texas, on Friday, carrying electronic equipment destined for
suburban Dallas and fulfilling a controversial provision of the 1994 North American Free Trade Act.
Teamsters Respond to Government on Mexican Truck Program – Bradenton Herald, March 8, 2012 - U.S. commercial
truck drivers must follow all U.S. safety regulations while Mexican drivers only need to follow selected Mexican regulations.
The government is flat-out wrong to say Mexican trucks and drivers meet equivalent standards.”
Deep Military Integration: Towards a North American Combined Military Force – Global Research (Canada), Feb. 7,
2012 – In his speech in front of the PJBD, [Canada Defense Minister Peter MacKay] also called for, “increased military
involvement implementing the Beyond the Border strategy, saying the Canadian Forces and its American counterparts should
be supporting civilian agencies monitoring the cross-border security.”
Welcome to the Homeland, Mexico and Canada! - YAHOO! News, August 1, 2013 – You may notice, as we did, the odd
use of “homeland” in this context. It’s a tired critique by now, noting how the adoption of this expression to refer to the United
States echoes weird Communist rhetoric from the mid-20th century. Regardless: Isn’t “homeland” a weird term? But you may
also be surprised to learn that our homeland now includes both Mexico and Canada, two areas that we understood to be
autonomous nations that are not part of the United States.

Pacific Islands Forum
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
Former defence chief Cosgrove calls for EU
EU-style ‘Pacific Union’ - Australian Times, April 12, 2013 – Australia is currently
a member of the Pacific Islands Forum, an organisation designed to increase social and economic cooperation between
sixteen nations in the region. In 2003 the Australian Senate proposed the evolution of the Pacific Islands
Island Forum into a ‘Pacific
Union’ which, like the European Union, would have a common currency and a collective political charter.
Pacific Plan review calls for pooling of sovereignty - Radio New Zealand International, Feb 12, 2013 – The man leading a
review of the Pacific Plan says Pacific Islands countries will have to forgo some sovereignty if the document is to have value.
valu

One Pacific Currency – Samoa Observer, June 8, 2011 – The call for Samoa to push one currency for the Pacific,
including New Zealand and Australia, is gaining momentum. Made by Tautua Samoa Party MP, Motuopua’a Dr Aisoli Va’ai in
Parliament, deputy Prime Minister, Fonotoe Lauofo welcomed the suggestion.

Strengthening econo
economic relations between Australia and New Zealand
(A
A joint study of the Australia and New Zealand productivity commissions, April 2012, Page 19)
1
In reality, countries can adopt some elements from
different levels of integration. Accordingly, bilateral
and regional arrangements tend to be more
complicated than suggested by figure 5. For
example, current trans--Tasman arrangements
embody elements of free trade and a common
market.
In many respects Australia and New Zealand are
good candidates for higher levels of integration due
to: similarities in culture, institutions and values;
geographic proximity; and a common language.
Even so, there are also
lso some potential downsides to
high levels of integration. For example, some
decisions may need to be taken above the national
level and this can be regarded as unduly
compromising national sovereignty.
[Australia
Australia and New Zealand are the principal nations in the Pacific Islands Forum, and their bilateral integration
would become a springboard for greater regional integration. The above chart from the Australia-New
Australia
Zealand
joint study is the same path that all of the world's major geopolitical regions have embarked upon toward
regional governance. Currently, North America is moving past level one (free trade), with intensive effort being
made, through the Beyond the Border agreement, the Regulatory Cooperation Council and the North America
Leaders Summit,, to reach level three. According to a document released by Wikileaks,, attention will be focused
upon level four (a common currency) once level three is in place.
place.]
Australia and New Zealand could adopt single currency – The Telegraph (London), April 3, 2012 – Australia and New
Zealand will consider adopting a single
ingle currency under a proposal jointly floated by the countries’ productivity bodies. The
productivity commissions of the two nations indicated a shared Trans
Trans-Tasman
Tasman currency could reduce business costs but
pointed to Europe as an example of possible
le downsides.
Trans-tasman
tasman union is more than economics – National Business Review (New Zealand), April 14, 2012 - New Zealand is
not as important to Australia as the other way round….As an integrated economy, the whole could be much larger than the
parts. Recent events in the eurozone have highlighted the need to have the economic, political and legal foundations, among
others, sorted before embarking on others such as a common currency.

Passport-free travel between Australia and New Zealand proposed – eTN Australia, April 23, 2012 – The Tourism and
Transport Forum has proposed a “common border” between the two countries that would require only photo ID, similar to
arrangements for domestic travel.
Opinions sought on expanding economic links with Australia – New Zealand Herald, April 7, 2012 – The Productivity
Commission is seeking feedback on how – and how far – to deepen economic integration with Australia. Between the present
situation, where there are few barriers to the movement of goods, people and capital between the two countries, and full
political union lies what it calls economic union. That involves a common currency, common monetary and fiscal policy, and
harmonised tax rates.
Kiwi or not Kiwi, that is the question – The Interpreter (Australia), May 4, 2012 – This study by the Oz and Kiwi Productivity
Commissions on the future of the relationship is really a set of questions for New Zealand about what further adjustments it is
prepared to make to get closer to Australia’s economic strength. The study is an attempt to gaze out over the next 15 years
towards a common currency and shared monetary and fiscal policies.
Currency union with Oz makes no cents – New Zealand Herald, April 12, 2012 - The advantages and disadvantages of a
common currency, after all, is only one of 37 questions the paper poses. But it is a proposition which has in the past
commanded considerable support among parts of the business community….Currency union would in effect involve not only
adopting the Australian dollar but outsourcing monetary policy to the Reserve Bank of Australia…
NGOs Critical of ‘Consultation About Consultation’ – Scoop (New Zealand), March 27, 2012 – The Non State Actor
meeting is being organised by the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat and hosted by the Australian government on March
26….“The negotiations on a regional free trade agreement are the most important economic negotiations facing the Pacific
Islands and yet the Forum Secretariat and Australian government continue to do the bare minimum in regards to hearing from
the people of the Pacific….”
Fiji military government to lift emergency laws – AFP, Jan. 2, 2012 – Australia’s parliamentary secretary for Pacific island
affairs, Richard Marles, said Canberra wanted to see real improvements in the rights and freedoms of Fijians. “Australia hopes
that this process will involve a genuine, inclusive political dialogue between all the stakeholders, without predetermined
outcomes, as called for by the Pacific Islands Forum leaders,” he said.
IS A TRANS-TASMAN CURRENCY UNION ON THE MONEY? – The Conversation (Australia), May 21, 2012 –In 1991, the
Reserve Bank Bulletin provided a preliminary examination of the real economic impacts of a currency union between Australia
and New Zealand….New Zealand participated in the discussions about federation of the British colonies during the 1890s.
New Zealand did not join, but the Australian Constitution contained a provision describing the terms under which New Zealand
could join for 100 years after Federation. This expired in 2001.
RAMSI Can Be a Model for the World, Says Marles – Solomon Star, May 17, 2012 – Australia’s Parliamentary Secretary
for Foreign and Pacific Island Affairs, Richard Marles, says the RAMSI [Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands]
mission in Solomon Islands can be used as a global model for foreign interventions….Troops from Australia, New Zealand,
PNG and Tonga have been in the Solomons since 2003 when the Pacific Islands Forum sanctioned a regional assistance
mission amid rising violence.

SAARC
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
SAARC is common vehicle for peace and prosperity in SA: Ex Nepal PM – TelegraphNepal, Nov. 10, 2011 “SAARC is all
about regional integration — economically, culturally, and socially….It is about eventually an economic union, with a common
market and common currency.” Madhav Kumar Nepal, Former Prime Minister of Nepal, Nov. 7, 2011
Can SAARC be South Asia’s EU? – The Diplomat (Tokyo), March 20, 2012 – A concept paper from the ICWA argued that
the real test for SAARC now is to benefit from the pr
process
ocess of globalization through deeper regional integration, including
eventually creating a South Asian economic union. To achieve this goal, a deliberate shift from “independence” to
“interdependence” is needed…
India should be Pakistan’s largest trading partner: European Union - Economic Times (India), May 30, 2013 – India, and
not Europe, should enjoy the status of being Pakistan’s largest trading partner in order to boost economic growth in the region,
European Union Ambassador Lars-Gunnar
Gunnar Wigemark has said…. Regional economic integration in South Asia, he said, is a
priority for the EU.
Saarc moves ahead for economic union – The Daily Star (Bangladesh), Jan. 31, 2012 – The objective of the Saarc finance
ministers’ forum was to establish a full economic union. The Saarc finance ministers discussed many issues that include
coordination in fiscal and monetary policies, joint monitoring of exchange rates and commodity prices and an increase in
intraregional trade.
Saarc finance ministers meet in Dhaka Monday – The Daily Star (Bangladesh), Jan. 28, 2012 – Finance ministers from the
Saarc nations will meet in Dhaka on Monday to further expand regional cooperation in economic and financial sectors.The
daylong meeting also aims at setting out the benchmarks to es
establish
tablish a customs union and leading subsequently towards an
economic union; and ensuring greater integration, harmonisation and standardisation of the financial systems….They will
outline priority steps to be taken at each implementation phase of South Asi
Asian
an Economic Union ….The Saarc, mooted in
Dhaka in 1985, is comprised of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.
Regional meet on Afghanistan kicks off - Republica (Nepal), May 14, 2013 – KATHMANDU: A two-day
two
regional conference
on Afghanistan in SAARC: Towards Deeper Engagement kicked off in capital Tuesday to discuss how the war-torn
war
country
can play an important role in the SAARC region….The conference also discussed the possibility of deploying SAARC regional
peace keeping force under the UN auspices after the NATO forces will be pulled out of Afghanistan.
Sense and summitry – DAWN (Pakistan), April 21, 2012 – The summit meeting of [Pakistan] President Asif Ali Zardari and
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh at New Delhi on April 8 was held unexpectedly, and concluded with results none had
expected….Our leaders have always
ays been meeting ‘on the sidelines’ of some international conference or another rather like
timid lovers meeting furtively on ‘the sidelines’ of a family gathering. Saarc, NAM, CHOGM and the like, besides, of course,
the annual session of the UN General Assembly
sembly provide opportunities for meeting without raising any hackles at home….
Govt committed to constructive, sustained engagement with India: Gilani – Pakistan
an Associated Press, Jan. 19, 2012 –
[Pakistan] Prime Minister Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani on Wednesday said his government is committed to a constructive,
sustained and result-oriented
oriented process of engagement with India….The Prime Minister expressed these views while
addressing the Indian Parliamentary delegation, which called on him at Prime Minister House here….He said he had excellent
interactions with Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, most recently in Maldives on the sidelines of the SAARC Summit.
Pak-India
India need bold measures to activate SAARC: seminar – Daily Times (Pakistan), Dec. 11, 2011 – [Rahmatullah
Javed, the former secretary general SAARC cham
chamber]
ber] said if Germany, France and other countries even after fighting against
one another in the Second World War could come close in exemplary ties in the form of European Union, why not Pakistan
and India who lived with one and other for 800 years before separation of Subcontinent. UMT Rector Dr Hassan Sohaib
Murad said Pakistan and India need to learn lesson from other regional blocks and associations like European Union, NAFTA,
ASEAN, GCC (Gulf Cooperative Council) and ECO (Economic Cooperation Organisat
Organisation) etc.

‘TAPI GAS PIPELINE TO FOSTER REGIONAL COOPERATION’ – Daily Times (Pakistan), May 22, 2012 – The
Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India (TAPI) pipeline offers benefit to all four participating countries and has the
potential to enhance regional cooperation, said SAARC Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) President Vikramjit
Sahney…
US presses Pakistan to allow transit facility to Indian goods for Afghanistan Pakistan Observer, Feb. 28, 2012 – The
strengthening of Indian influence in Afghanistan would inflict huge loss not only to Pakistanis economic interests but would
also endanger Pakistan’s western border…. Under SAFTA (South Asia Free Trade Agreement), Pakistan committed a big
mistake during Musharraf regime by including Afghanistan in the SAARC family and under SAFTA, every country will be given
the transit facility.
New Silk Road: stabilizing Afghanistan post-2014 - Open Democracy, May 29, 2012 – US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton introduced the ‘New Silk Route’ initiative with her counterpart, the Afghan Foreign Minister Zalmai Rassoul. This New
Silk Road would once again create trade routes between Asia and the West, facilitated by the establishment of modern
highways, rail links and energy pipelines. Certainly, such an initiative is part of the wider transition program envisioned by the
US, which has already shifted its focus from stabilisation projects to investment in Afghanistan. It is also arguably a process
intended on assisting the withdrawal of the US from Afghanistan, by creating a viable environment ultimately giving way to
“spurring growth, and integrating Afghanistan into the economy of South and Central Asia.”
Statement by the United States of America at the 17th SAARC Summit - Robert O. Blake, Jr., Assistant Secretary,
Bureau of South and Central Asian Affairs, November 10, 2011 - Secretary Clinton outlined the contours of this vision in
Chennai this summer, calling for the creation of a New Silk Road linking the economies of South and Central Asia together in
a web of investment, trade, transit, and people-to-people connections....In 2011, the United States is on track to provide a total
of over $4 billion in bilateral assistance for individual SAARC member states, and another $7.5 million for various regional
assistance projects.
The Clash of Eurasian Grand Strategies – The National Interest, May 1, 2012 – While the United States is clearly eager for
the entire region to be developed, later Clinton highlighted one of the U.S. key rationales for this approach: “An Afghanistan
firmly embedded in the economic life of a thriving South and Central Asia would be better able to attract new sources of
foreign investment, connect to markets abroad and provide people with credible alternatives to insurgency.” In other words, it
is a strategy focused on tying Afghanistan economically into its neighborhood, which will help facilitate American withdrawal.
[The U.S. strategy for Afghanistan is to integrate the country firmly into the eight-nation South Asian Association
for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), as the following Eurasian Review article from December further illustrates]
What Can SAARC Offer To Afghanistan?– Eurasian Review, Dec. 12, 2011 (Google Link) – It has already been five years
since Afghanistan joined the SAARC but it has still not been possible to chart out concrete ways to help the country come out
of the shackles of civil war….Following the American withdrawal, an idea of a South Asian peacekeeping contingent can also
be mulled over but only after a certain degree of stability has been established and after receiving the mandate from the UN
An idea whose time is long overdue – Kuensel (Bhutan), May 24, 2012 – Saman Fernando, an electrical engineer from the
SAARC energy centre, said the main idea was to have some kind of an energy ring among SAARC nations, so that energy
can be exported from a surplus country to a deficient country. “This will ensure energy security in the region,” he said.
The connectivity conundrum in Bangladesh – The Hindu, Feb. 19, 2012 –Close by, another symbol of SAARC
cooperation — a thermal plant to be jointly built by Bangladesh and India — is taking shape.
SAARC meet on measurement begins – Bangladesh News 24, March 13, 2012 – A coordination meeting on regional
cooperation began on Tuesday with an aim to adopt a uniform measurement system, aligned with the global standards, for all
member SAARC countries.
Dhiyana calls for law to abolish political parties – Haveeru Online (Maldives), March 22, 2012 – Former SAARC Secretary
General and Former Attorney General Fathimath Dhiyana Saeed has said that action needed to be taken against Maldivian
Democratic Party (MDP) members for the repeated criminal offences….She said that the 47 member council of Europe had
drafted a guideline to eliminate political parties and according to the draft, parties can be eliminated on certain grounds.
“Hence, getting rid of such a party is a democratic process…”

Southeast Asia’s road to democracy is long and bleak – The Nation (Thailand), May 8, 2012 –. The South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (Saarc), for example, has never discussed democracy in its meetings.

UNASUR
RECENT NEWS
CircumspectNews.com
South American countries move towards common citizenship - People’s Daily (China), May 23, 2013 (Google Translate
T
from Spanish) – South American countries [are] moving towards integration based on regional citizenship and the abolition of
visas,, said today the director of Peruvian Communities Abroad of the Foreign Ministry of Peru, Manuel
Talavera…..Governmentt explained that members of the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) has achieved the
abolition of visas for tourism and there are facilities to migrate between Member States to work or study.
study
Latin America launches the South
outh Bank to stand up to IMF – Público (Spain), June 29, 2013 – Latin America continues to
fuel its regional integration process while building an alternative to the neoliberal economic system prevailing in the countries
count
of the North. The South Bank, which held its first Council of Ministers on June 12 in Caracas, is the last step of such an
undertaking. “The South Bank is a logical result in a continent that wants to break the dependence on the International
Monetary Fund (IMF)…”
Bolivia guarantees resources to build Parliament of UNASUR
TeleSurTV, June 20, 2013 (Google Translate) – As part of the Unasur Constitutive Treaty, signed in 2008 by the 12 member
countries of this organization, the official seat of the Parliament will be built in Bolivia. While the General Secretariat will work
in Ecuador.
UNASUR countries expected to create a Southern Monetary Fund - Noticia al Dia (Venezuela), June 9, 2013 (Google
Translate – Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) have planned the establishment of a South Monetary Fund reserves
to allow members emergencies, reported Sunday Ecuador’s Foreign Minister Ricardo Patiño. “It can be used to bail out a
small or large country and not have to submit to the dictates and IMF conditionalities,” said the diplomat….
A Post-American Hemisphere? – ISN, May 1, 2012 – The first of these was the Andean Community, established in 1969,
which today unites the 100 million inhabitants of Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru into a regional customs union.
unio In 2006,
Venezuela withdrew from this community in order to sign a membership agreement with Mercosur, the Southern Common
Market, which is the southern counterpart of the Andean Community. At present it consists of Argentina,
Argentin Brazil, Paraguay and
Uruguay ….The
The Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) represents the next logical step beyond the Andean Community
and Mercosur. Its aim is to combine its predecessors into a locally adapted ver
version
ion of the European Union.
‘South America to Have Single Currency in the Future, Lula Says’ Bloomberg.com,
January 26, 2008 – Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva said the creation of a
South American blo
blocc is a step towards the adoption of a single regional currency. South
American leaders signed an agreement May 23 to establish the Union of South American
Nations, or Unasur, a bloc modeled on the European Union. The treaty sets goals for
integration of eenergy
nergy and transportation networks and immigration policies. It also creates
a South American parliament in Cochabamba, Bolivia.
Brazil’s Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (R) looks on as Chile’s President Michelle Bachelet (L) receives
the UNASUR flag from Peru’s President Alan Garcia during the South American Union of Nations
(UNASUR) summit in Brasilia May 23, 2008. UNASUR, as the entity is called, is modelled after the
European Union and intended to give the region more international clout and a platform for faster
fas
economic growth. Reuters Pictures

South American Union Seeks Regional Law Enforcement – The New American, May 7, 2012 – As Latin American
governments continue marching toward ever
ever-closer
closer “integration” under transnational bodies like the socialist-dominated
socialist
Union
of South American Nations (UNASUR), regional leaders are now calling for what essentially amounts to a continental
continenta police
force. The authoritarian regime ruling Venezuela, meanwhile, is attempting to erect a new hemispheric “human rights
commission” that excludes the U.S. government.
Unasur members begin sharing information on defence expenditure – MercoPress, Jan. 31, 2012 – Six South American
countries are sharing for the first time in history information on defence expenditure which is seen as a first concrete step to
leave
eave behind border disputes and ensure peace in the region, said delegates from Chile, Ecuador and Unasur, Union of South
American Nations.

New Security Structures: A Healthy Trend? – ISN, May 3, 2012 – Nevertheless, in spite of regional anxiety generated by
increased arms sales, organized crime and other cross-border issues, there are real signs that new security architectures are
emerging within South America. With Brazil and Colombia at the helm, these include a new UNASUR-led initiative to share
information on defense expenditures and building more transparent military alliances.
UNASUR will develop its own primary training military aircraft – Lainformacion (Spain), May 30, 2012 (Google
Translation link) – The Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) began working on the design and production of
the first basic South American primary trainer military aircraft, said the Argentine Ministry of Defense. The
development of this aircraft, which will be renamed the “UNASUR I” was agreed at the special meeting of the South
American Defense Council, held last November in Lima.
A CRIMINAL COURT FOR UNASUR – Radio Netherlands Worldwide – Latin America (Google Translation link), May 25,
2012 – Steps [are being taken] to accelerate the creation of an International Criminal Court in the field of UNASUR
[Union of South American Nations]. This is demonstrated by various actions taken by the representatives of the bloc
countries: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, Guyana, Paraguay, Peru, Suriname, Uruguay and
Venezuela.
UNASUR Countries Commit to Advance in Energy Pact – Prensa Latina, March 16, 2012 – On behalf of his country, which
holds the pro tempore presidency of UNASUR, Paraguayan Minister of Public Works and Communications Cecilio Perez said
a fundamental value has been granted to energy as a key element of regional integration… He added that this takes, above
all, the political will of all 12 member countries, as well as trust and full exercise of sovereignty over the valuable resources of
each and every nation.
U.S., Latin America relations strained, not broken – La Prensa, April 25, 2012 – Like the European Union, those leaders
would like to escape the World Bank and International Monetary Fund (IMF) by establishing a common currency similar to the
euro….UNASUR (Union of South American Nations) also is an attempt to unify and integrate Latin American countries outside
U.S. influence.
Peru supports Latin American integration, says foreign minister – Andina (Peru), March 20, 2012 – Peru’s Foreign
Minister Rafael Roncagliolo said Tuesday that his country is committed to the unity and integration of Latin America and thus it
believes that the Andean Community (CAN) and the Southern Common Market (Mercosur) should be part of the Union of
South American Nations (Unasur).
S.American group rejects UK oil exploration in Falklands – Chicago Tribune | Reuters, March 17, 2012 – “The military
presence of the United Kingdom and Northern Ireland in the Islas Malvinas … goes against the region’s policy to seek a
peaceful solution to the sovereignty dispute, and (the region) reiterates its rejection of that presence,” the foreign ministers of
the UNASUR grouping of South American nations said in a joint statement on Saturday in Uruguay.
South America eyes $21bn infrastructure projects – Business Recorder, April 24, 2012 – The scheme, which will require
more than $21 billion in private and public investment, was unveiled at a seminar organized by the powerful Federation of Sao
Paulo State Industries (FIESP), the 12-nation Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) and the Brazilian government. It
calls for the construction of 2.4 kilometers (1.6 miles) of bridges, 14 kilometers of tunnels, 57 kilometers of ring roads, 360
kilometers of transmission lines, 379 kilometers of river dredging, 1,500 kilometers of gas pipelines, 3,490 kilometers of
waterways, 5,142 kilometers of highways and 9,739 kilometers of railway lines…..Noting that a key challenge for Brazil was to
defend its domestic industries in the face of aggressive Asian competition and a “currency war” waged by rich countries,
[Brazil's deputy minister] Simoes said South America, with its 400 million people, offered the best outlets for Brazilian goods.
[Doesn’t this sound like the Keystone Pipeline and North American Highway system? Similar efforts are
underway in the ASEAN region, SAARC, the Arab League, the GCC and the African Union.]
Three Ocean Passways in UNASUR Plan – Prensa Latina, April 25, 2012 – The construction of three Ocean passways to
join the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans are included in a 31-work plan the Union of South American Nations (UNASUR) will
present on Wednesday to the 12 member nations of the regional bloc. The project is expected to join the two oceans through
roads, railways, and/or seaways.

